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Department held to raise money for a project
to aid youth, which works to improve the atti-
tudes and behaviors of preteens in Los Ange-
les, CA. The event was attended by 40,000
people.

Mr. Manuel Mijares is a perfect recipient of
the Mr. Amigo award. For he has, over the
long period of his career, taken his unique
song, screen, and stage performances to nu-
merous countries, including sold-out perform-
ances in the United States. A true ambas-
sador of his country and of his culture, he has
been praised by numerous organizations for
his unconditional commitment to improve mu-
tual understanding and cooperation between
Mexico and the United States. Mr. Manuel
Mijares should be recognized for both his ar-
tistic ability and his contribution to the commit-
ment to bicultural relations between nations.

Mr. Amigo, Mr. Manuel Mijares, will receive
the red-carpet treatment when he visits
Brownsville as the city’s honored guest during
the upcoming Mr. Amigo celebration. During
his stay on the border, he will make personal
appearances in the parades and at other fes-
tival events. Official welcome receptions will
be staged by organizations in Cameron Coun-
ty, TX, and the cities of Brownsville, TX, and
Matamoros, Tamaulipas Mexico.

I ask my colleagues to join me in extending
congratulations to Mr. Manuel Mijares for
being honored with this special award.
f
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the distinguished assemblyman
of the 21st assembly district of California, Mr.
Byron Sher. He represents a number of com-
munities in San Mateo County and my Con-
gressional District does overlap some of the
areas in his State assembly district. We have
worked together on many issues for the peo-
ple of San Mateo County.

This coming weekend, the San Mateo
County Democratic Party will salute Byron
Sher at a special appreciation dinner held to
recognize the service he has rendered to the
people of California. After a successful career
in the California Assembly, Byron Sher will re-
tire at the end of this legislative session. He
will have completed his eighth term in the as-
sembly and is not permitted to run again be-
cause of term limitations.

Byron has based his long and productive
political career upon the strong foundations of
a distinguished academic career. After an am-
bitious undergraduate career, he earned his
Juris Doctor degree from Harvard Law School
in 1952. Byron went on to teaching positions
at some of the leading law schools around the
country, including Southern Methodist, Univer-
sity of Southern California and Harvard Law
School. Currently, he is an emeritus professor
of law at Stanford University in Palo Alto, CA.

Byron has been active in local and regional
government since he came to Palo Alto in
1957. In this time, he has repeatedly shown
his commitment to the community. He was a
member of the Palo Alto City Council for 9
years and served two terms as mayor. For

many years, Byron has given time to local,
State, and national environmental boards.

As a member of the California State Legisla-
ture, Byron has many notable achievements.
He is the author of landmark laws to protect
California’s environment, including the Califor-
nia Clean Air Act, the Integrated Waste Man-
agement Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act and
the nation’s first law to prevent toxic contami-
nation from leaking underground storage
tanks. He is consistently rated among the top
legislators by the most respected environ-
mental, consumer, law enforcement, education
and housing groups. I applaud his conscien-
tious hard work on the part of our community
and California.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Byron Sher as he com-
pletes a record of distinguished service in the
California State Assembly. The people of San
Mateo County and the people of California
have been well served by his leadership and
advocacy in the State assembly.
f
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding group of young
ladies from my district, the fifth grade girls’
basketball team of Our Lady of the Ridge
School.

This squad of eight determined players won
the South Suburban Catholic Basketball
League title this season, the school’s first-ever
championship. The girls combined strong re-
bounding, spirited defense, and relentless
hustle into a 14-win season.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate coaches Mike
Grove and Brad Liston, as well as their play-
ers: Katie Pratl; Megan Liston; Kellie Pratl;
Katie Roe; Jackie Grove; Kelly Liston; Colleen
Madej; and Laura Dirschl. I wish them contin-
ued success on and off the court.
f

TRIBUTE TO ASSEMBLYMAN
BYRON D. SHER

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 1996

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Byron D. Sher, assemblyman of the
21st District of California, a scholar, a dedi-
cated public servant, and an ardent protector
of the environment.

After receiving his juris doctor degree from
Harvard Law School in 1952, Byron Sher has
held various academic teaching positions in
law at Southern Methodist University, the Uni-
versity of Southern California, and Harvard
Law School. He became a Stanford University
professor of law specializing in consumer
credit, consumer protection, contract and com-
mercial law. Colleagues and students have
held Byron Sher in their highest regard for his
intellect compassion, and dedication to edu-
cation.

A resident of Palo Alto since 1957, Byron
Sher felt a call to public service and has been
an active participant in local and regional gov-
ernment. He served on the Palo Alto City
Council for 9 years, two terms as mayor. He
was also a commissioner of the San Francisco
Bay Conservation and Development Commis-
sion, a member of the Committee on Environ-
mental Quality for the National League of
Cities and the League of California Cities, and
a member of the policy advisory board of the
League of California Cities’ Solar Energy Pro-
gram.

In November 1980, Byron Sher was elected
to the California State Assembly and has
served eight terms. His outstanding leadership
has been greatly valued in the State legisla-
ture where he has served as chairman of the
assembly natural resources committee of 10
years. He currently serves on the committees
of budget, natural resources, and public safe-
ty. He is also a member of the energy commit-
tee of the National Conference of State Legis-
latures [NCSL], and serves on the California
Commission on Uniform State Laws. Col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle applaud
his effective and compassionate service to the
people of California.

Dearest to his interests has been the envi-
ronment, which he has continuously protected
as a legislator. Byron Sher has authored land-
mark legislation, including the California Clean
Air Act, the Integrated Waste Management
Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act, and the Na-
tion’s first law to prevent toxic contamination
from leaking underground storage tanks. He
has authored laws to strengthen the State’s
timber regulations and the Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act, and has added new rivers to
California’s Wild and Scenic River System. He
is consistently rated among the top legislators
in Sacramento by environmental groups.

Mr. Speaker, Byron Sher is a most distin-
guished individual and one of the most re-
spected elected officials in the State of Califor-
nia. I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
him.
f
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Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to sub-
mit for the RECORD a letter from Wendy Sher-
man, Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
at the State Department, in response to my
concerns regarding Hmong refugees in Thai-
land. I am pleased that the State Department
has made progress with the Royal Thai Gov-
ernment in gaining access to Hmong refugees.
On behalf of the Hmong community in Rhode
Island, I will continue to monitor this important
issue.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, BU-
REAU OF POPULATION, REFUGEES,
AND MIGRATION,

Washington, DC, January 22, 1996.
Hon. JACK REED,
House of Representatives

DEAR MR. REED: Thank you for your letter
of November 28, 1995 regarding your concerns
for Hmong refugees in Thailand.

First, let me assure you that we share your
concern for this special population. Since
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